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Tomy very Worthy Friend 
Mr.— 


E Being you would not be deny'd ; I have, 
- in compliance with your Requeſt , con/+- 
: der d the Letter MY Toleration : 

: but jo, as to confine my = fee what reſpetts 
1 the proper Subject and 7 of it + not —_— 


ar any incidental x. 965 though ſome 
of that kind are hable enough to Animadver- 
{fon. Tou know [ love no long work. And as 
? f as this zs, it had been ſhorter, if I could 
7 well have made it ſo. I ſhould beg your ae 
| Ow or the backwardneſs I ſhew d to comply 
ith your Requeſt , but that I fear the mean- 
Fa of the performance will too much juſtt- 


| March 2.7. Sr, I am 


# 1690. ; 
| Tour much obliged, and 
moſt faithful Servant. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
\., The Edition of the Leiter concerning Tole- 
1... rakien, here cited; is. that un Q4er7o.. : 
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CONCERNING 


TOLERATION, 
Briefly conſider d and Anſwer. 


2 N the beginning of this Lezter, 
the Author ſpeaks of the Muzw- py. r. 
oa al Toleration of Chriſtians __ 
e294 Zherr different Profeſſions 
Sk 42/0. But toward the en Ra it | 
he faith, // we may openty ſpeak rag. 54 © 
the Truth, ns as becomes one man to anot 4 
. neither Pagan, nor Mahumetan, #or Jew ought 
to be excluded from the Civil Rights of the 
Commonwealth, becauſe of his Religion. And 
all that he requires of any , to quality them for 
the befiefit of the Toleration he endeavours to 
promote, 1s onely, That they be not A#hers#s ; pas. 48. 
I That they hold no Oni contrary to Civil Pag. 45: 
| SOety ; 
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Socrety ; and, That $2) own and teach the 
Pag. 41- Duty of zolerating all men in matters of meer 

Religion. 

So that the Defign of the Author is evi- 
dently, to ſhew, That all the Religions and 
Sects 1n the World, that are but conſiſtent with 
Civil Society , and ready to tolerate each other, 

ought every where to be quan tolerated and 
praxected; or to enjoy an Equai and Impartial 
Liberty, as the Preface calls it. 

I do not believe this Author intends any 
prejudiee, either to Religion in general , or to 
the Chriſtian Religion. But yet 1t ſeems hard to 
conceive how he ſhould think 'to do any Ser- 
vice to either, by recommending and perſwa- 
ding ſuch a Toleration as he here propoſeth. 
For how much ſoever it may tend to the Ad- 
vancement of Trade and Commerce ( which 
ſome ſeem to place above all other Confide- 
rations; } I ſee no reaſon, from any Expert- 
ment that has been made, to expect that True 
Religion would be any way a gainer by it; 
that it would be etther the better preſerved, 
or the more widely propagated , or rendered 
any whit the more frui tal 1 in the Lives of its 
Profefſours by it. 1 am ſure the Fruits of a 
Toleration not qute fo large as our —_— 

| (1ome 
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(fome of which ſtifl remain with-us,) give-no 
encouragement to hope for any ſuch Adyan- 
tage from 1t. - IN 

But I do not defign to argue. againſt this 
Toleration , but only to enquire, What our 
Authour offers for the Proot of his Afertion, 
and to examine , Whether there be Strength 
enough in it, to bear the Weight he laies 
upon it. And this T hope may be done ina 
very little compaſs, For, it I underſtand this 
Letter, the whole Strength of what it urgeth 
for the Purpoſe of it, lies in this Argument: 


There is but one Way of Satvation, or but Pg. 9, 
one True Rehigion. 24, = 

No man can be ſaved by this Rehpion, pg. 7, 
who does not believe it to be the True 33:25, 
Religion. oi 

s Behef is to be wrought im men by ©44.7, 
Reaſon and Argument, not by outward p - __ 
Force and Comprulſton. 

Therefore all ſuch Force 1s utterly of no Pag. 8, 
uſe for the promoting True Religion , and ©" 
the Satvation of Souls. | 4 < | 

And therefore no body can have any Right Pg. 18. 
thorn, for the 5+. 


to uſe any Force or —_— "78. 
bringing men to the True Religion : neither Þ.g. 1s. 


A 2 any 


+4 I 3, 


4 8, 
18, 28. 
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any r_ Perſon ; 3 nor any Ecckiſuaftica 


_ Praeſt, or other ; ) nor any 
rch, or ligious Soctety ; nor the Civil 
Magiftrate. 


This, upon a careful peruſal of this Lezter, 
I take to be the ſingle Argument by which 
the Author endeayours in it to eſtabliſh his 
Poſition. And if every Point of this were ſuf- 
ficiently proved, I muſt confeſs I think he 
would need no more for the accompliſhing 
his Defign. But whether he has ſufficiently 

de out this Argument 1n all the Parts of it, 
1s that which I am now to examune. 

As to the #200 firſt Prope/utions , T have no 
Difference with our Authour, but do fully 

ee with him in them. 

And for the Thrrd, 1 readily grant that Rea- 
ſon and Arguments are the only proper Means, 
whereby to induce the Mind to aflent to any 
Truth, which 1s not eyident by its own Light : 
and that Force is very improper to be uſed to 
that end i/tead of Reaſon and. Arguments. 
For who knows "ot That the nature of the 
* Un 4 pagrgy g 28 ſuch, that it cannot be Com- 
=_ to: the Behef of any thing by outward 

ce £ 
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| ver, For as the True Religion, embrac'd up- 
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- But notwithſtanding this, if Force be uſed, 
not in ſtead of Reaſon and Arguments, z. e. 
not to convince by its own proper Efficacy 
(which it cannot do.) but onely to bring men 
to conſider thoſe Reaſons and Arguments 
which are proper and ſufficient to convince 
them, but which, without being forced, they 
would not conſider : who can deny , but that. 
indireftly and at a diſtance, it does ſome ſer- 
vice toward the bringing men to embrace that: 
Truth, which otherwife, either through Care- 
lteſneſs and Negligenee they would never ac- 
quaint themſelves with, or: through Prejudice: 
they would reject and condemn unheard, under 
the notion of Errour ? 

And by 'this we fee how little of Truth: 
there is in the Fourth Propoſetion , which is 
this, That all outward Force 3s utterly uſeleſs: 
for 'the promoting True Religion and the Sat: 
vation of Souls. - For if Force fo applied as: 
15'above mentioned , may , mn ſuch ſort as has: 
been ſaid, be ſeryiceable: to the bringing men 
. to receive and embrace Truth; there can be 
no reaſon affligned, why this. ſhould not hold: 
with reſpe& to the Truths of Religion, as-well- 
as with reſpe& to/ any other Truths. whatlee- 
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[6 
on ſuch Conſideration Z Force drives a man 
to, 15 not the lefs Trae, for being ſo embraced; 
ſo neither does 1t upon that account loſe' its 
Aceptableneſs with God, any more then that 
jo ere does, which God himſelf drives men 

to by chaſtening and afflicting them. | 

All therefore that is here requiſite to be 
confidered tor the clearing this matter , 1s, 
Whether there be any zeed of outward Force, 
for the bringing men to the True Religion, 
and fo to Salvation, For as I acknowledge 
{uch' Force to be no fit means to be uſed for 
this end, (nor indeed for any other) where it 
is not' »eedful or neceſſary ; ſo if it ſhall ap- 
pear to be ordinarily zeedful for this end, I 
ſuppoſe what has been already faid ; may be 
thought ſufficient to ſhew the uſefulneſs of it - 
in order to the ſame. 

Now here I grant, that if all men were but 


ſo faithful to their own Souls, as to ſeek the 
way of Saving them, with ſuch Care and Di- 
ligence as the Importance of the matter de- 
ſerves, and with Minds free from Prejudice 
and Paſſion ; there could be no need of Force 
to compell any man to do\, what in that caſe 
every man would be ſure todo voluntarily, and 


of his own accord. 7 
_—But 
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But then it muſt be granted withal, That if 
this were the caſe; as there 15 indeed but. one 
true Religion, fo there could be no other Re- 
ligion but that in the world. Becauſe ( if we 7 7. 
believe the Scriptures). no Man' can fail of HAR 
finding the way of Salvation, who ſeeks it as ,/12,14. 
he ought; and in this cafe all Men are ſuppoſed Prov. -. 
ſo to ſeeftk it. And yet there is nothing more TY 
notorious, than that Men have /ought out many, 
Inventions, and contrived a great variety of 
of Religions to themſelves': ſo that there 1s 
nothing about which the World 1s more divi- 
ded, then it is about the way that leads to 
Eternal Blefledneſs. Which is an evident de- 
monſtration, that all Men have not ſought the 
Truth in this matter, with that application of 
mind, and that freedom of Judgment, which 
was requiſite to aflure their finding tt, 

And as all the falſe Religions now on foot 
in the World, may reaſonably be thought to 
have taken their riſe from the ſhght and par- 
tial Conſideration, which the Inventers of thent 
contented themſelves with in ſearching, after 
the True; whileft they ſuffer d their Luſts and 
Paſſions to fit in Judgement, and to-manage the 
Enquiry : So it 18 obvious to obſerve , that 
notwithftanding that there are ſo many Re- 

hgions. 


them can be true; yet there is nothing in 
which Men are more generally wanting to 
themſelves, than they are in the Confiderati- 


on which they ought to uſe in making their - ! 


choice among them. Tis ſtrange indeed: but 
yet whoever looks abroad into the world muſt 
ſee, that in this affair, the Imprefſions of Edu- 
cation, the Reverence and Admiration of Per- 
fons, Worldly reſpefts, and the like incom- 
petent Motives determine far greater num- 
bers, than Reaſon , or ſuch Confiderations as 


are apt and proper to manifeſt the Truth of | 


things. T4 
Nor is 1t lefs eafie to obſerve, that whatever 


Religion men take up without Reaſon, they 


uſually adhere to it likewiſe without Reaſon. 
That which hinders a due Confideration of 
things at firſt, and prevails with men to chooſe 


without Reaſon, has commonly the ſame pow- ' 


er afterwards to keep them from conſidering, 
and to hold them to what they ſo chooſe, 
without Reaſon. Beſides, men have generally an 


overweening conceit of theirown Judgements, | 


and are prone to value what themſelves have 


choſen, even becauſe they thought fit to chooſe | 


tt: And this prejudices their minds againſt all 


| [V] 
ligions in the World, and that only one of 


that 


, BH | 
that can be ſaid to the diſparagement of their 


Choice, and poflefles them with an opinion that 
nothing of that nature can deſerve their con- 
fideration. To which T may add, that when 
once Men have eſpouſed a Religion, it is then 
become their 0297: and that alone ( ſuch is the 
power of Self-love ) 1s enough to endear it to 
them, and to make them grow fond of it : as 
Men are apt to dote upon their Children, 
becauſe they are Zhezrs, even when they have 
little or nothing befides to recommend them, 
And this alſo renders them averſe to the con- 
fideration of any thing that may be offered 
againſt ther Religion, or in behalf of any o- 
ther. 

* But though it be ſo ordinary a thing for Men 
both to chooſe and to per/z/7..in their Religi- 
gion without Reaſon ; yet it muſt be confeſsd 


. that thoſe who do ſo, are not willing to think 


they do ſo, nor that others ſhould think ſo of _ 
them. But then this onely puts them upon 
enquiring how their Leaders and -the Chan: 


E pions of their Cauſe are wont to defend it, 


and to attack their Adverſaries: And ſo,ſtudying 
onely their own fide of the Controverſy, they 


3 come to be. the more confirm'd in the way 
# they have choſen, and to think they can ſhew - 
B 


that 
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that they have Reaſon on their ſide. And 
when it is coine to this; when ſuch an ap- 
pearance of Reaſon ſtrikes in with their Af- 


fections and Prejudices, they are ſo much the : 


turther from thinking it poſſible that they 


may be in the wrong: And then they have ; 


no patience any Jonger to hear of deſcending 


to a ſevere and impartial examination of both |} 
fades of the Queſtions indebate, but reje the | 
motion with ſcorn, and grow angry with | 


him that troubles them with it. | 


Now if this be the caſe, ( as I think it can- | 
not be denied to be; being matter of common Þ 
obſervation; ) If Men are generally io averſe 


to a due conſideration of things, where they 


are moſt concern'd to uſe it: If they uſually | 
take up their Religion without examining it 
as they ought, and then grow fo opinionative, | 
and fo ſtift in their Prejudices, that neither 
the gentleſt Admonitions, nor the: moſt ear- | 


neſt Intreaties ſhall ever prevail with them af- 


terwards to do it: What means 1s there left 
. ( befides the Grace of God) to reduce thoſe of 
them that are got into a wrong Way, but to; 


lay Thorns and Briars in it? that fince they 


are deaf to all Perſwafions, the uneafineſs they! 
meet with may at leaft put them to a ſtand,! 
and! 


a Tc as. 
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and encline them to lend an ear to thoſe who 
tell them they have miſtaken their way, and 
offer to ſhew them the right. When Men fly 
from the means of a right Information, and 
will not ſo much as conſider how reaſonable it 
is, throughly and impartially to examine a Re- 
ligion, which they' embraced upon ſuch In- 
ducements as ought to have no {ſway at all in 
the matter, and therefore with little or no ex- 
amination of the proper Grounds of it : what 
humane method can be uſed, to bring them to 
att like Men, in an affair of ſuch conſequence, 
and to make a wiſer and more rational Choice, 


= but that of laying ſuch Penalties upon them, 


as may balance the weight of thoſe Prejudices 
which enclined them to prefer a falſe Way be- 


Z fore the True, and recover them to ſo much 


Sobriety and Reflexion, as ſeriouſly to put the 
queſtion to themſelves, Whether it be really 
worth the while to undergo ſuch Inconvent- 
ences, for adhering to a Religion, which, for 
any thing they know, may be falſe, or for re- 
jeating another (' if that be the caſe ) which, for 
any thing they know, may be true, till they 
have brought it to the Bar of Reaſon, and 
given it a Fir Tryal there. Where InfſtruQtion 


3 s ſtifly refuſed, and all Admonitions and Per- 


L {waſons 


Il 

ſwaſions prove vain = 7 feetual, there 1s no 
room for any other Method but this : And then 
I am ſure there is weed enough of it: and it 
is well if that will produce the defired effe&. 
But there is no reaſon to queſtion the ſucceſs 
of this Method ( if it be rightly uſed ) upon 
ſuch as are not altogether incurable : and thoſe 
that are ſo, muſt be left to God. 

1 fay, f wt be rihth uſed ; 1.6. if the Force | 
applied, be duly proportzoned to the Deſign of | 
it. For, though upon the Conſiderations here 
offer d, 1 take it to be clear in the general, that } 
outward Force is neither »/ele/s nor needleſs 
for the bringing Men to do, what the ſaving of | 
their Souls may require of them : yet Ido not | 
fay, that all manner of Force, or all Degrees of 
it are fit to be uſed for this purpoſe. But then 
to determine preciſely the juſt Meaſures of it, 
and to ſay upon good grounds, Thus much may 
fitly and reaſonably be applied for the purpoſe 
we ſpeak of, and no more; This may perhaps | 
require ſome confideration. And to me, I con- | 
feſs, this ſeeins tobe the onely Point concer- 
ning which there is any ground for Controyer- | 
ſy, in this whole matter. | 

Now here I muft profeſs my ſelf perfe&ly | 


Let 2-2- agreed with this Author, That 7o proſecute | 


men ' 
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men with Fire and Sword, or to deprive them 
of their Eſtates, to :maim them with corporal 
Pumſhments, io Sterve and torment them in 
noifom Priſons, and in the end even to take 
away their lives, to make them Chriſtians, is 
but an ill way of expreſ/mg men's De/rre of the 
Salvation of thoſe whom they treat in this 


manner: And that a wi] be very difficult to Pag--1 


to perſwade men of Senſe, that he, who with 
ary byes, and ſatisfattion of mind, can deliver 
his Brother tothe Executioner, to be burnt a- 
tive, does ſmcerely and heartily concern himſelf 
to ſave that Brother from the Flames of Hell 
in the World tocome. «© 

And ( befides the manifeſt Abſurdity of fake- 
ng away men's lives to make them Chriftians, 
exc. ) I cannot but remark; that theſe Methods 
are ſo very improper in reſpe& to the -Defign 
of them, that they uſually produce the quite 
contrary effect. For whereas all the uſe which 
Force can have for the advancing true Religion, 
and the Salvation of Souls, is ( as has already 
been ſhewed ) by diſpoſing men to ſubmit to 
Inſtruction, and to give. a fair Hearing to the 
Reaſons which are offer d, for the enlightning 
their minds and diſcovering the Truth to them : 
Theſe Cruelties have the misfortune to be com- 

| monly 
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monly look t upon as ſozuſt a Prejudice againſt a- 
ny Religion that uſes them, as makes it needleſs 
to heh any further into it; and to tempt Men 
to reject it, as both falſe and deteſtable, with- 
outever vouchſafing to confider the Rational 
Grounds and Motives of it. This effe& they 
ſeldom fail to work upon the Suferers of them. 
Andas tothe Spedctatours, it they be not before- 
hand well inſtructed in thoſe Grounds and Mo- 
tives; they will be much tempted likewiſe, not 
onely to entertain the ſame opinion of ſuch a 
Religion, but withall. to judge nwch more fa- 
vourably of that of the Sufferers; who, they 
will be apt to think, would not expoſe them- 
ſelves to ſich Extremities, which they might | 
ayoid by compliance.if they were not through- 
ly fatisfied of the Juſtice of their Caule. 

Theſe Severities therefore I take to be utterly 
unapt and improper for the bringing men to 
embrace that Truth which muſt fave them. But 
how far, within theſe bounds, that Force ex- 
tends it ſelf which 1s really ſerviceable to this 
end, I ſhall not takeupon me to determine. It 
may ſuffice to ſay, That ſo much Force, or tuch 
Penalties as are ordinarily ſufficient to prevail 
with men of common diſcretion, and not de- 
ſperately perverſe and obſtinate, to weigh mat- | 
ters 


Se 


* pulfion be utterly uſeleſs and unſeryiceble to 
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ters ofReligion carefully and impartially ; and 


without which ordinarily they will not do this; 
fo much Force, or ſuch Penalties may fitly and 
reaſonably be uſed for the promoting true Re- 
ligion in the World, and the Salvatiun of Souls. 
If then this Fourth Propo/ttion be not true, 
as perhaps by this time 1t appears 1t 1s not ; ) 
then the Ls Propoſition, which is built upon 
it, muſt fall with it. Which Za/? Propoſition 
is this, That 20 body can have any Right to uſe 


any outward Force or Compul/ion, to bring men 


to the true Religion, and jo to Salvation: net 
ther any private Perſon; nor any Eccle/raFtical 
Officer ; nor any Church, or Religious Soctety ;- 
nor the civil Magiſtrate. - | 
And certainly, if there be ſo great Uſe and 
Neceſſity of outward Force ( duly temper'd and 
applied ) for the promoting True Religion and 
the Salvation of Souls, as T have endeavoured 
to ſhew there 1s ; thisis as good an Argument, 
to prove that there is fomewhere a Right to uſe 
ſuch Force for that purpoſe, as the utter U/e- 
teſdreſs .of Force f if that could be made out) 
would be, to prove that no body has any ſuch 
Right. For this is indeed the Point upon which 
this Controverſy turnes: If all Force and Com- 


the 
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the promoting theſe we, then to uſe 1t for 
that purpoſe, will be only to abuſe it; which 
no man can have a Right to do: But if, on the 
contrary, ſuch a degree of outward Force as has 
been mentioned, be really of great and even ne- 
ceflary Ule for the advancing theſe Ends ,(as,ta- 
king the World as we find it, I think it appears 
to be; ) then it muſt be acknowledged , that 
there is a Right ſomewhere to uſe 1t for the 
advancing thoſe Ends ; unleſs we will ſay (what 
without Impiety cannot be ſaid) that the Wiſe 
and Benign Diſpoſer and Governour of all things 
has not furniſhd Mankind with competent 
Means for the promoting his own Honour in 
the World, and the Good of Souls. 

And thr be ſuch a Right ſomewhere; 
Where ſhould it be, but where the Power of 
Compelling reſides ? That is,principally., and in 
reference to the publick, in the Civil Sovereign 
(whom this Author calls the C:vz/e Magriftrate, ) 
and in thoſe who derive Anthority from him : 
But alſo, ina lower degree, in Parents, Maſters 
of Families, Tutors, gc. ForlI agree with this 

' Pag-14 Authour, 1. That no prevate Perſon (it by pri 
vate Perſons he means ſuch as have no Co- 
ative Power over others) has any Right, in any 
manner, to prejudice another Perſon in his = | 

vil | 


Lo 


ee, he would Sw whe us, That ihe 


a; (27 ] 
vil Engloyments becauſe he is of another Church 
or Relmion. For how ſhould he that has no 
CoaRive Power , have any Right to uſe fuch 
Power, either upon that, or upon any other ac- 
count whatſoever ? 2. That #0 Eccleſiaſtical 
, as ſuch, nor yet, 3. Any Church or Re- 
ligious Society, as fuch , has any externally Co- 
ative Power : and that therefore neither the 
one, nor the other , can, as ſuch, have any 
Right to uſe or exerciſe any ſuch Power, upon 
any pretence whatſoever. ( Though I confeſs 
Ido not yet underſtand why Ecclefiaſticks, or - 
Clergy-men, are not as capable of ſuch Power, 
as other men.) 

Bat in reference to the Civil Magr/trate, our 
Aut! 
to e a Society of men conſtituted onely for 
the procuring, preſerving, and advancing of their 
own Croll Intereſts. By which Intereſts he tells 


us he means , Liberty, Health and ſnds- lid. 


lency of Body ; aud the PoſJeſJeon of outward 
things, fuch as Money, Lands, Houſes, Fierms- 
turgand the hke. And agrecably to this Hype. 


torn of the Magiſtrate reaches onely to 14d 
theſe Civil Concernments: and that all Civil 
Power, Right, EI 5 CRORE 


C0#- 


tells us, That the Commonwealth y Pag. 6 
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eonfined to the onely _ of promoting theſe 
things : and that it neither can nor ought 1m any © 
manner to be extended to the Sahvation of Sous. | 
| Butinanſwer to this, x. I acknowledge ( as 
this Authonr here ſeems to do) that the extent 
of the Magiſtrat's Juriſdi&ion 1s to be meaſured 
by the End for which the Commonwealth's in- 
ftituted. For 1n vain are men conbined in fuch 
Societies as we call Commonwealths, if the Go- 
vernours of them are not inveſted with ſuffict- 
ent Power to procure the End for which ſuch 
Societies are intended: But'then, 2. I muſt fay, 
that our Authour does but beg the Queſtion, 
when he affirms that the Commonwealth 1s 
conſtituted aze/y for the procuring, preſerving, 
and adyancing of the Civil Intereſts 'of the 
Members of it. That Commonwealths,are in- 
ſtituted for theſe Ends, no man will deny. But 
if there be any other Ends befides theſe; attain- 
able by Civil Society and Government:; there 1s 
no'reafon to affirm that thele are the ozzey Ends 
for which they are defigned. Doubtleſs Com- 
monwealths are inſtituted for the attaining of 
all the Benefits which Political Government can 
yield. And therefore if the Spiritual and Eter-Y 
nal Tntereſts of men'may any way beprocured}j 
or adyanced by Political Goyernment; the pro-F t 
curing 
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curing and advancing thoſe Intereſts muſt in all 
reaſon be reckon'd among the Ends of Civil So- 
cieties, and ſo, conſequently , fall within the 
compaſs of the Magiſtrate's Juriſdition. 


But our Author offers zhree Con/iderations, px. 7. 


which ſeem to him abundantly fo demonſtrate 
that the Cruil Power neither can nor ought m 
any manner to be extended to the Salvation of 
Souls. And the Fir/? of them is, Becauſe the is. 
Care of Souls is not committed to the Civil Ma- = 
giſtrate, any more then to other men. But this 
ſeems to be no Cor/ideration at all; but onely 
the proving the thing by it ſelf, in other words. 
For to extend the Civil Power to the Sabvation 
of Souls, is nothing elſe but to ſay, That the 
Care of Souls is committed to the Magiſtrate, 
more than to other men. And therefore to ſay, 
That the Civil Power neither can nor ought to 
be extended to the Salvation of Souls , becauſe 
the Care of Souls 3s not committed to the Magt- 
ſtrate , any more then to other men ; is in efte& 
no more than to ſay, That ihe Civil Power net- 
ther can nor ought to be extended to the Sabua- 
ton of Souls, becauſe it neither can nor ought to 
be extended to the Sabvation of Souls. T2 
_ But (tolet this paſs) if what I ſaid but now, be 
true; it appears from thence, That beſides that 
"bs | Care 


: [ 20 
Care which Charity os all men, eſpecially 
Chriſtians, to take of each others ſouls; and be- 
fides that Care of Souls alſo which is commit- 
ted tothe proper Miniſters of Religion, who by 

defignation are appointed , not onely to 
exhort , admomiſh,, reprove, and corre&t by 
| Spiritual Cenſures thoſe, who having embraced 

' the Truth, do find themſelves obliged by it to 

ſubmit to their Spiritual Authority; but like- 
wiſe to eek that which was boft, and to endea- 
vour by wholfom Inſtra&ion and due Informa- 
tion, to bring to the right Way thoſe who never 
knew it, and to reduce ſuch as have gone aſtray 
from it : T fay , befides tha? Fraternal Care of 

Souls, which 1s common to all , and #45 Paſto- 

ral Care, which 1s purely Spiritual , and ope- 

rates immediately upon the Conſciences of men; 
there tsan Extern of and yo 10rd 

Souls, which is exerciſed, not only by 

under temporal Sandtions both the Spirt Pa. 

ſtours to perform their _ and thoſe who 
own their Authority , t w/ ; them Reverence 
and due Submiſſion ; Sy o by laying fach Pe- 
nalties upon thoſe who refuſe to embrace their 

Doarine, and to ſabmit to their Spiritual Go- 

yernment , as may make them berhmk them- 

ſelves, and put « out of the power ofany fooliſh 

Humour, 
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Humour, or A Prejudice, toalicnate 
them from. the Truth and their own Happineſs 
Which Care of Souls,as it cx only. belong to the 
Civil Magiſtrate, ſo1 think it appears from what 
has been ſaid, that it is indeed commuted 70 bm; 
But our Author attempts ta prove the cantra- 
ry. 1t us not, ſaith he, commitied io hin by God ; 1bid. 
pecare _ wn ers uot that God has ever given 
er ed Rr RE 
_— one to 0x. But this. 1s 4s 
| befide the buſineſs. For the ONECST 06.198 
Magiſtrate is not an Authority 70 Compe any one 
to his Religion , but onely an ps to. pro- 
cure all his Subjetts the means of Diſcoyer1 
the Way of Salvation 5-and to procure w1 
as much as in him lies, that none remain igno- 
rant of it , or refuſe to embrace it , 6ither far 
want of uſing thoſe means, or by reaſon of an 
ſuch Prejudices as may render them ineffectual, | 
And certainly this Authority may be com- 
mitted to. the Magiſtrate &y God, though he 
has ee omen Authority ze compel anatber 
zo 
Our Authour adds, Nor can ary ſuch Power ni. 
te —_ the Magi/tyate by ihe conſent of tha 
People ; becauſe no man van jo far abandon his 
0wn Salvation, py) 2 to leave *it. io. the 


choice- 
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choice of any other , whether Price or Subje(, 
to preſcribe to him what Faith or Worſhip he 
Jhall embrace. To which I anſwer: As the 
Power of the Magiſtrate in reference to Religi- 
on, 1» ordained for the bringing men to take 
 fach care as they ought of their Salvation, that 
they may not >/rdly leave it to the choice, nei- 
ther of any other Perſon ; nor yet of their own 
Luſts and Paſſions, fo pre/cribe to them what 
Faith or Worſhip they ſhall embrace: fo if we 
fuppoſe this power to be veſted in the Magiſtrate 
by the conſent of the People ; this will not im- 
port their abandoning the care of their Sabvati- 
07, but rather the contrary. For if men, in 
choofing their Religions, are fo generally ſub- 
 jeRt, as has been ſhewed, when left wholly to 
themſelves, to be ſo much ſwayed by Prejudice 
and Paſſion, as either not at all, or not ſufficient- 
ly to regard the Reaſons and Motives which 
ought alone to determine their Choice: then it 
is every man's true Intereſt, not to be left whol- 
ly to himſelf in this matter, but that care ſhould 
be taken, that in an affair of ſo'vaſt Concern- 
ment to him, he may be 'broughteven againſt 
his own inclination, 4f it cannot be done other- 
wiſe (which ts ordinarily thecaſe) to a&accor:- 
ding to Reaſon-and ſound Judgment. And mo 
| what 


think the Sword is to be uſed -in this buſineſs, 


fits m the inward Perfwaſion' of the Mind , 


=: nl. | 
what better courſe can men take to provide for 
this, then by veſting the Power I have deſcrib- 
ed, in him who bears the Sword ? Not that I 


{ as I have ſufficiently declared alreadyy) but be- 
cauſe all coaQtive Power reſolves at laſt into the 
Sword ; fince all (I do not fay, that will not be 
reformed in this matter by lefler Penalties, but) 
that refuſe to /ubmzt to lefler Penalties ,, muſt 
at laſt fall under the ſtroke of it. | 

| In the Second place, faith our Authour, The 154: 
Care of ſouls cannot belong to the Crvil Magt- 
ſtrate, becauſe his Power conſiſts onely in out- 
ward force ; but true and ſaving Rehgion con- 


without which nothing can be acceptable to God. 
nd juch is the nature of the Under landing, 
that it cannot be compelled to the. Behef of any 
thing by outward. Force. But that Care of 
Souls-which I affirm to belong tothe. Magi- 
ſtrate, does therefore belong to him; becanſe 
his Power confiſts in- ou#zvard- Force. For. it 
confiſts altogether in applying outward Force, 
in ſuch manner as has been faid-, for the procu- 
ring the Salvation of Souls... And that outward: 
Force may be ſo applyed as to procure the' Sal: 
vation of Souls, notwithſtanding that 7rue and 

| Javing 
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ſaving Religion conſults in the mward Perſwaſon 
or Mind, and that the U! 11g Can- 
07 be lled to the Belief of any thug by 
outward 0 , I hope, ſufficiently 
from the foregoing diſcourſe. 


The Third Gon/ideration is this: the care of 


the Salvation of Souls cannot belong to the 
e Magi/trate; becauſe, though the rigour of Laws 
andthe force of Penalties, were capable to con- 
vince and change Men's mints, yet would not 
that help at all to the Salvation of their Souls. 


I believe no- more then this Author does, that 


the rigonr of Laws,and the force of Penalties are 
to converce and change Men's minds. 


( Though I hope Lhave ſhelved that moderate 


Penalties may do good ſervice toward the pro- 
curing the Conviction and change of Men's 
wnas.) But if they vere capable to work theſe 
effects; I confefs I do not Tee why it ſhould be 
be ſaid, that that would net help at all to the 
Satvation of their Souls. But our Author's 
meaning appears by what followes: for tbere 
berg but one Truth, ene way to Heaven ; what 
& there that more men would be led into 

tf, f they had no. Rule but the Religion of the 
Conrt, and were put under a nece{/tty to quit 
tbe Light of their own Reajor, and _—_ 
ates 
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Difates of. their e10n Conſciences, and blind. 
þy 'to _- up themſetves to the Will of their 
Governours, and to the Rehgion, which etther 


norance; Ambition, or /tition has chan- - 


ced to eftabhſbi in the Countries where they Weke 
born? In the variety and contradition of 'opint- 
ons an Religion, wherem the Princes of the 
World are as much divided as in their Secular 
Interefts , the narrow way would be | much 


fraitned; one Countrey alone would be in. the | 


a» 


right, and all the ref of the World put under 


an obligation of following their Princes in' the 
ways that lead to Deftruttion, and that Thich 
heightens the abſurdity; and very il. fuits. the 
Notion of a Deity, Men Would owe their Eter- 


| al Happmeſs or Miſery*the places of ther 
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Natoity. 

Now all this I acknowledge to be very true. 
But to what purpoſe it 1s here alledged, I donot 
underſtand. For who requires that Mer 
have no Rule but the Religion of the Court ? or 
that they ſhould be put under a neceſ/ty to quit 
the Light thetr cn Reaſon, and oppoſe the 
Difates of their own Confctences, and blind- 
by reſign up themſebves to the Will of their Go- 
Verners, gc. ? ' No man certainly, who thinks 
Religion worthy of his ſerious Thoughts. The 

D -  . Power 
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Power I aflcribe. to 6 Magiſtrate , is given 
him, to bring men, not to his 02y2z, but to the 
true Religion: And though (C as our Author 

Peg. 3+ puts usin mind ) the Religion of every Prince ts 
Orthodox to himſelf, yet if this Power keep 
within its bounds, it car ſerve the, Intereſt of no 
other Religion but the true, among ſuch as have 
any concern for their Eternal Salvation ;-( and 
thoſe that havenone, deſerve not to. be confi- 
derd: ) Becauſe the Penalties it enables him 
that hasit to inflict, are not ſuch as may tempt 
ſuch Perſons either to renounce a Religion 
which they believe to be true, or to profeſs one 
which they do not. believe to be ſo; but only 
ſuch as are apt to put them upon a ſerious and 
impartial examinatit9n of the Controverſy be- 
tween the Magiſtrate and them: which 1s the way 
for them to come to the knowledge of the Truth. - 
Andif , upon ſuch examination of the matter, 
they cbance to find that the Truth does not lie 
on the Magiſtrate's fide ; they have gained thus 
much however, even by the Magiſtrate's miſap- 
plying his Power, that they know. better than 
they did before, where the Truth does lie: And: 
all the hurt that comes to them by it, is onely 
the ſuffering ſome tolerable Inconveniences for 
their following the Light of their on Reaſon, 


and 
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and the Diftates f ther own Conſciences : 
which certainly is no ſuch Miſchief to-Mankind, 
as to make 1t more eligible that there ſhould be 
noſuch Power veſted in the Magiſtrate, but Zhe 


Care of every man s Soul ſhould be left to him- P4g- 27, 
[ef alone, (as, this Authour demands it ſhould #* 
| be: ) That 18, that every man ſhould be ſuffered, 


quietly, and without tbe leaſt moleſtation, ei- 
ther to take no care at all of his Soul, if he be ſo 
pleaſed ; or in doing it, to follow his own 
groundleſs Prejudices, or unaccountable Hu- 
mour, or any crafty Seducer whom he may 
think fit to take for his Guid. - | 

By what has been ſaid to theſe Con/iderations, 
I hope it ſufficiently appears , that as they af- 
ford us no new Argument, ſo they are far 
enough from demon/trating what they are 
brought to prove. | 

Thus I have, as briefly as I could, examined 
the Argument which this Author makes uſe of; 
to prove what he ſo much defires to make the 
World believe: not omitting any. thing of his 
Letter, wherein he ſeems to - an any part of his 
Strength. And1I hope by this time an ordinary 
Reader may diſcern, that whereas his Defign 
obliged him toſhew, That allmanner ofoutward 
Force is utterly uſeleſs to the purpoſe of bring- 
ng 


£2... = 
ing men toſeek the Truth with that Care and Di- 
ligence, andthat freedom.of Judgement which 
they ought to uſe,that ſo they may find and em- 
_ brace it,and attain Salvation by it : which would 
have been a good Foundation for his Conclufjon : 
inſtead of attempting zhaz,he has contented him- 
ſelf with making a good Declamation upon the 
Impofhbility of doing that by outward Force, 
which can onely be done by Reaſon and Argu- | 
ment; and upon the Inhumanity, as well as 
 Abfurdity, of ufing Fire and Sword and Capt- 
Peg. x6. tal Puniſhments, 70 convince mens minds of Er- | 
rour , and inform them of the Truth. Which 
was much more eafie to be done, and might 
ferveas well among weak and unwary people, 
though it was not really to his purpoſe. 
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